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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 


Sealed tenders for the supply of bread, flour, live cattle and sheep, 
Tenders for Bread and meat for military services, during six 
Flour, Live Cattl “ months, from the Ist June, 1901, will _be 
por Sheep por received until 12 o’clock noon, on the following 
Dead Meat dates :—Meat and live cattle and sheep tenders, 
‘ on Wednesday, 24th April, 1901, bread and 
flour tenders, on Friday, 26th April, 1901, by the officers in charge 
of the undermentioned districts :— 
Scottish District ... Edinburgh. 
North Eastern District... at Yom 
North Western District ... ... Chester. 
Western District ... .... Devonport. 
Southern District ... sn ... Portsmouth. 
South Eastern District ... Dover. 
Eastern District ... Colchester. 
Thames District... ... Chatham. 
Woolwich District ... Woolwich. 
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Home District ... 23, Carlton House 
Terrace, S.W. 

Aldershot District ... ... Aldershot. 

Guernsey and Alderney ... ... Guernsey. 

Jersey ... Jersey. 

Belfast District ... ... Belfast. 

Dublin District... Dublin. 

Curragh District ... ae ... Curragh Camp. 


Forms of tender and conditions of contracts may be obtained on 
application at the above-named District Headquarter Offices, by 
letter addressed to the Assistant Adjutant-General, War Office, 
Pall Mall, S.W., or in person between the hours of ten and four 
o'clock. 

The tenders must be properly filled up, signed, and dated; and 
no tenders will be noticed unless delivered upon the proper form, 
in time, at the above-named district offices, under sealed envelope, 
marked “Tender” on the outside. 


CANADA. 
The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
—oe trade received at the Canadian Government 
Retest q to Trade, Ofices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
ting information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries—The names of Canadian egg shippers are asked 
for by a large firm of importers in the north of England. 

An Irish correspondent with fair capital enquires, through the 
Dominion Government agency in Dublin, for information regarding 
the tanning and leather trade in Canada, both with respect to the 
manufacture of sole leather and dressed goods. 

A Glasgow firm asks for particulars of shipbuilding firms in 
Canada, being desirous to do business in ship’s plates, &c. 

A London firm are desirous of importing from Canada small 
wood discs, such as are used in tops of corks in mineral waters. 
They are usually packed up in barrels containing 500 gross each. 
If suitable prices quoted, quantities of 100 to 150 barrels could be 
taken at a time. 

A selling agent with a good connection among wholesale and 
export firms, desires to be placed in communication with Canadian 
packers of canned meats (especially pigs’ tongues). 

A London agent is enquiring for exporters of good tares from 
Canada for feeding purposes, there being a demand both in the 
city and on the Continent. 


Foreign Enquiry.—Further enquiry is made by a Continental 
house for exporters of seal oil from Canada; liberal advances 
offered on consignments. 
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BRITISH EAST AFRICA. 


The following is an extract from a notice by Sir Harry Johnston, 
laine published in the “Official Gazette of the East 
Fo ye a Africa and Uganda Protectorate” for the 1st 
in U ne ult. :—‘ H.M. Special Commissioner and Com- 
~ mander-in-Chief for the Protectorate of Uganda 
desires to inform all persons, not officials, who are intending to 
visit that Protectorate that there are at present no hotels where 
travellers can be boarded and lodged. It has become of late a 
most onerous charge on the officials or the missionaries of that 
Protectorate to lodge and board travellers of all descriptions, some 
of whom remain a considerable time as the guests of these officials. 
. « « « « H.M. Special Commissioner is prepared to give 
reasonable encouragement to firms or individuals who are willing 
to open hotels for the entertainment of Europeans at such places 
as Naivasha, Molo, Fort Ternan, Kisumu, Entebbe, and the 
principal halting places in Unyoro and on the River Nile.” 


NATAL. 


In the report of the Pietermaritzburg Chamber of Commerce for 
doen Mies 1901, it is stated that the Committee appointed 
aoe to consider the various routes which have been 
y: surveyed for the proposed railway to connect 
the Cape Colony with Natal, have decided that the one most 
suited for the Colony in general is the route which has its starting 
point at Pietermaritzburg, branches west along the border of the 
Polela and Ixopo Divisions, and thence to Riverside. Besides 
other advantages, this route would lend itself conveniently for the 
construction of branch lines to Underberg and Ixopo, and in its 
course passes through the newly exploited district of Dronkvlei. 


NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Seite from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
Seneneh stating that tenders are invited by the 
—— Christiania Gasworks, to be received not later 
than the 24th April, for the supply of 30,000 tons of gas-coal. 
Also for the supply of 100 lamp-posts and 500 street lamps, tenders 
for which should be received by the 18th April. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


a2 
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PORTUGAL. 


The “ Lisbon Gazette” of 6th inst. contains a notice calling for 

tenders, to be presented previous to 1 p.m. on 

the 23rd inst., at Secretariat the 

. Administrative Council of the South and South- 

West Railways of Portugal, in the Office of the Ministry of Public 

Works, Lisbon, or at the Directorate of the Minho and Douro 

Railways, in Oporto, for the supply to the aforesaid railways of 

40,000 kilogs. of olive oil. A provisional deposit of 260 milreis, or 

391. 14s., is required with any tender, as well as the presentation of 

a litre sample of the oil. The conditions of contract, &c., are on 
view in Lisbon and Oporto at the offices above named. 


The “Gazette” containing the above notice may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


The ‘ Madrid Gazette” of 1st inst. contains a notice asking for 
tenders for the concession to construct and work 


on a system of electric tramways on the overhead 
t on. wire plan, including prolongations of, and 

ways 12 connecting lines with, the tramways already 
Barcelona. 


existing in Barcelona, on the plan and con- 
ditions laid down in an announcement which appeared in the 
“Gazette of 18th June last (see “Board of Trade Journal.” of 
28th June, 1900, p. 668), the contract entered into under that 
announcement having fallen through. Tenders must be ac- 
companied in each case by a document showing that a provisional 
deposit of 6,284°77 pesetas, or about 185/., has been made, and 
they will be opened for the awarding of the contract on drd June 
next, at 1 p.m., in the Ministry of Agriculture, Commerce, and 
Public Works at Madrid. As noted in the former announcement, 
the upset tariff rate for fares, in regard to which competition is 
sought, is 7 cents of a peseta per passenger per kilog. (or over 
2d. per mile at present rate of exchange), and the duration of the 
concession, which may be reduced by competition between two 
applicants offering to accept the same basis of fares, is 60 years. 
As before, a right of preference on equal terms is reserved in favour 
of the company which is asking for the concession, as well as the 
right to a certain payment for the value of the plans, &c., which 
are to form the basis of the contract should the latter not be 
awarded to it. 
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The same “ Gazette” contains an announcement calling for tenders 
Conteeet he for the establishment and working of an electric 
Electric Lichtin: light system in the town of Lopera, Province of 

gaung. Jaen. The contract, which is to be for 10 
years, requires the supply for the public service of 90 lights of 
10 candle-power each, for a maximum payment of 2,500 pesetas, 
or 73l. 10s. per annum, but tenders may be presented for the 
supply of a greater number of lights at the figure named. The 
opening of the tenders and awarding of the contract will take 
place in the Municipal Offices of Lopera from 10 a.m. to 12 noon 
on 28th inst. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of 4th inst. contains a notice calling for 
Sentient tee tenders, to be presented on 14th prox., at 
Sate: Seed 11 am., in the Directorate of the Central 
aging. Establishment of Military Administrative 
Services (Army Service Corps) at Madrid, for the supply of 
25,000 metres of jute bagging for the purpose of making 
10,000 bags for flour. Full particulars may be seen at the said 
Directorate. 


The “ Madrid Gazette ” of 6th inst. contains notice of a petition for 
pitti tren the right to use 15,000 litres of water per 
, P ‘sation of second from the River Nalon, at the place 

Ppropriation Of called Peiia de los Escuadrones, parish of Caces, 


Water for ¢ 
Production of rg for the production of electrical 
Electricity. By: 


The “Gazettes” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day between 
* the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


A despatch dated the 28th ult. has been received at the Foreign 
Office, from H.M. Consul-General at Serajevo, 


ip — stating that the Provincial Government of 
Herzegovina. Bosnia and the Herzegovina is desirous to find 


a market in England for its woven and hand- 
knotted oriental carpets, a speciality of the government factories. 

For further particulars apply to the “ Landesaerazische Teppich- 
Weberei,” Serajevo, Bosnia. 
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EGYPT. 
Tenders will be — at of of 
é ’-- Trrigation, Upper Egypt, Cairo, up till 11 a.m. 
oe Ae ‘on the 25th June for the supply and delivery 
inst Z at site, of the following plant required for the 
Etsa Drainage Pumping Station, three kilometres south of the Etsa 
station on the Upper Egypt Railway :— 
’ 1, Four vertical compound high-pressure condensing engines 
each driving directly a centrifugal pump of about 40 inches 
diameter guaranteed to discharge not less than 2 metres cube per 
second, or 172,800 metres cube per 24 hours on a maximum lift of 
44 metres. Tenders should state the dimensions of the engines 
and the average indicated horse-power. 
_ 2,.An installation of six horizontal Lancashire boilers to serve 
the above engines, of which two will form a reserve. Suitable 
auxiliary. donkey-pumps for feeding boilers should be included. 
Tenders should quote dimensions and other details of the boilers 


proposed. 

The plant will be erected by Government under the superin- 
tendence of a competent agent representing the contractor. 
Delivery will not be taken till after the completion of satisfactory 
trials. 

Tenders should state time required from receipt of order in which 
the plant can be landed in Egypt. 

Site plan, sections and other details can be inspected at the 
office of the Inspector-General of Irrigation, Upper Egypt, Cairo, on 
any day in which public offices are open from 9 a.m. till 1 p.m. 

Tenders must be submitted on stamped paper and be addressed 


to the Inspector-General of Irrigation, Upper Egypt, Cairo, in a 
sealed envelope bearing the inscription “Tender for Etsa Pumping 
Station.” 


Government does not bind itself to accept the lowest or any 
tender. 


The Austrian Consul at Cairo mentions some interesting par- 

Trade in the ticulars of trade in the Soudan in his last 
Egyptian Soud report. ‘The inhabitants of the Soudan eagerly 
buy linen goods, sugar, cotton goods, scents, tea, 
nails, chains, iron and copper wire, imitation jewellery, and locks. 
Great Britain supplies the Soudan with cotton goods, but Germany, 
Austria, and Italy almost monopolise the trade in other articles. 
German firms in particular do a great trade in scents. One 
caravan alone carried perfumes to the value of 20,000 fes. 

At present all business is transacted at Omdurman, but 
Khartoum will soon become again the chief town. Houses, offices, 
and a hotel are springing up there, and the Sirdar’s Palace, a vast 
and imposing structure on the site of Gordon’s old palace, is 
already completed and occupied. 


| 
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I—General Statement. 

The trade returns for March, 1901, show an increase as com- 
pared with the corresponding period of 1900 in the value of the 
Imports from foreign countries and British possessions, but a 
decrease in the Exports of British and Irish produce and manufac- 
tures, and in the Exports of foreign and Colonial merchandise. 

The Imports for March, 1901, were valued at 46,426,0561., 
as compared with 45,002,134/. for March, 1900, an increase of 
1,423,9221., or 3:2 per cent., and the Exports amounted in value 
to 30,221,818/., as against 30,983,159/. in March, 1900—a 
decrease of 761,3411. The Exports of British and Irish produce 
and manufactures alone were valued at 25,021,293/. in March, 
1901, and 25,316,821/. in March, 1900—a_ decrease of 
295,5281., or 1:2 per cent. The value of foreign and Colonial 


merchandise exported in March, 1901, shows a decrease as 
compared with March, 1900, of 465,813/., or 8-2 per cent. 


II.—Imports. 
The following table shows the value of the Imports for 


March, 1901, as compared with March, 1900, according to the 
different categories of merchandise :— 


Month ended 31st Mar. 
——- Increase. | Decrease. 
1900. | 1901. 
£ | £ £ 
Food, drink, and tobacco ... ++-/17,189,842 |20,000,419 | 2,810,577 
Metals ... eee ove 2,712,290 | 2,425,058 287,232 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning 
substances eee ove one one 666,646 765,405 98,759 
Oils eee ove eee eee 999,229 929,320 69,909 
Raw materials for manufactures ...12,609,817 11,779,492 830,325 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 
articles /10,824,810 110,526,362 297,948 
Total ... ...  £/45,002,134 |46,426,056 | 1,423,922 


Articles of Food and Drink—The imports of wheat in March, 
1901, show an increase of 1,936,800 ewts. in quantity, and 705,260/. 
in value, as compared with March, 1900. Wheat meal and 
flour has increased 194,938 cwts., and 115,430/.; barley has 
increased 151,370 ewts., and 22,833/.; peas, 56,520 cwts., and 
19,8381. ; maize meal or Indian corn meal, 57,810 ewts., and 17,3041. 
The articles under the heading of “corn” in the monthly accounts 
of which the imports show a decrease in March, 1901, in both 


* Sce also pp. 93-4, 
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quantity and value, as compared with March, 1900, are oats (147,160 
ewts., and 20,378/.), beans (85,910 cwts., and 23,487/.), and “other 
kinds of corn and meal” which have decreased 64,600 cwts. in 
quantity, and 18,164/. in value. The imports of maize or Indian 
corn, it may be noted, show a decrease of 20,420 cwts. in quantity, 
but an increase of 37,267]. in value, while oatmeal shows an 
increase of 930 cwts. in quantity, but a decrease of 83,5701. in 
value. 

With regard to the imports of other articles of food and drink, 
fresh beef has increased 22,491 cwts. in quantity, and 88,2401. in 
value, and fresh mutton 50,480 ewts. in quantity, and 161,4771. in 
value. Other articles of food showing an increase in both quantity 
and value are fresh pork 15,985 ewts., and 37,803/.; butter, 
58,940 ewts., and 328,632/.; and meat preserved other than by 
salting, 14,244 ewts., and 27,8881. Bacon imports show a decrease 
of 20,122 cwts. in quantity, but an increase of 116,497/. in value. 
The imports of eggs have decreased 424,581 great hundreds in 
quantity and 114,411/. in value. Fruit in general shows an 
increase, and sugar of all kinds has increased 2,591,006 ewts., 
and 1,366,4111. Spices have decreased in both quantity and value. 
The imports of coffee have increased in both quantity and value, 
but cocoa has decreased, and tea, though showing an increase of 
3,046,746 Ibs. in quantity, has decreased 5,399/. in value. 


Metals—The imports of copper regulus and precipitate have 
decreased 3,004 tons in quantity, and 100,575l. in value, and un- 
wrought and part wrought copper show a decrease of 1,701 tons in 
quantity and 145,057/. in value. Lead pig and sheet have in- 
creased 1,044 tons in quantity, but decreased 30,0631. in value, 
and zinc (crude) shows an increase of 823 tons in quantity, and a 
decrease of 10,0361. in value. The imports of iron and steel, other 
than iron ore, show an increase of 8,372 tons in quantity, and 
49,075. in value. Quicksilver has increased in quantity and 
value to the extent of 622,890 lbs. and 76,0651. 


Raw Materials—The imports of raw cotton have decreased 
388,490 cwts. in quantity and 689,063/. in value, but hemp, 
silk (raw), and wool (except mohair) show increases in quantity 
and value, the increase in sheep or lambs’ wool being 31,171,260 
Ibs. and 436,366/. On the other hand, the imports of silk other 
than raw silk and jute and mohair show decreases in both quantities 
and values. It may be noted that the value of the imports of 
sheep or lambs’ wool from British South Africa has increased from 
62,6601. in March, 1900, to 199,546/. in March, 1901; in March, 
1899, however, these imports were valued at 354,037/. Other raw 
materials in general show decreases in quantity and value, the 
chief exceptions being wet hides, rosin, stones and nitrate of soda, 
and furniture wood other than mahogany. 
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III.—Exports of Home Produce. 

The following table shows the value of the exports of British and 
Trish produce and manufactures for the month ended 31st March, 
1901, as compared with a like period of 1900, and the increase or 
decrease in each principal category :— 


Month ended 31st Mar. 
Increase, Decrease. 
1900, 1901. | 
£ £ 
Animals, living .. .. 54,070 42,536 | 11,584 
Articles of food and drink... 1,011,402 | 1,027,432 16,0305 — 
Raw materials... 3,325,211 | 2,640,408 — 684,803 


Articles manufactured and partly 

manufactured, viz. :— 
Yarns and textile fabrics +++} 9,411,434 | 8,656,768 _- 754,666 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- 


chinery and ships) ... 4,101,617 | 3,736,289 | 965,328 
Machinery and millwork 1,781,312 | 1,508,948 | 272,364 
Ships, new (not registered as 

British) 315,343 | 2,778,851 | 2,248,508 
Miscellaneous ... wae 5,316,432 | 5,235,061 81,371 


Total £/25,316,821 | 25,021,293 ~ 295,528 


Raw Materials——The exports of coal, coke, and fuel in March, 
1901, show a decrease of 511,706 tons in quantity and 
622,4601. in value as compared with March, 1900; and the 
exports of sheep and lambs’ wool show a decrease in quantity of 
1,295,400 lbs., and in.value of 53,8031. 


Articles Manufactured and Partly Manufactured: Yarns and Textile 
Fabrics.—The exports of cotton yarn have decreased 3,004,900 lbs. 
in quantity and 66,9841, in value, and the exports of cotton piece- 
goods have decreased 45,879,900 yards in quantity and 139,3881. in 
value. Jute yarn hasshownan increase in quantity and value, and jute 
piece-goods have increased in quantity 3,013,100 yards and in value 
24,088/. Linen yarn and piece-goods, silk thrown twist and yarn, 
worsted yarn, alpaca and mohair yarn, woollen and worsted tissues, 
and wool flannels and woollen carpets, have all decreased in both 
quantity and value. The exports of worsted yarn have decreased 
as much as 1,353,900 Ibs. in quantity and 127,126. in value. 


Metals, Machinery, and Ships.—The exports of iron, unwrought 
and wrought, show a decrease of 127,260 tons in quantity, and 
911,121. in value, and the exports of telegraphic wires and 
apparatus show a decrease in value of 95,3021. Steam engines 
have decreased 62,340/., and other descriptions of machinery 
210,024/., whilst new ships, sent abroad, show the large increase 
in value of 2,248,508. 
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IV.—Trade of the First Quarter ended 31st March. 


The total value of the trade for the first three months of 1901, 
and the increase or decrease, as compared with a similar period 
of 1900, is shown in the following table :— 


| First Quarter | First Quarter Increase + 
of 1900. of 1901, Decrease — 
— 
£ £ 
Imports...  ... :127,198,536 , 132,121,432 || + 4,922,896 
Exports (British and Irish produce} 72,120,352 70,812,279 || — 1,308,073 
and manufactures). 
Exports (Foreign and Colonial) 16,724,128 16,218,120 — 506,008 
merchandise). 
Totaltrade ... £| 216,043,016 | 219,151,831 || + 3,108,815 


Comparing the trade of the first quarter of 1901 with a similar 
period of 1900, it is seen that the Imports of articles of food and 
drink (duty free) have increased 6,677,732l., and raw materials 
for textile manufactures 648,795]. Other categories showing an 
increase are chemicals, dye stuffs, and tanning substances 
(69,2831.), oils (45,888/.), miscellaneous articles (30,675l.), and 
parcels post (63,381/.). On the other hand the imports of raw 
materials for sundry industries and manufactures show a decrease 
in value of 1,234,036/., and the other categories showing a decrease 
are manufactured articles (524,209/.), articles of food and drink, 
dutiable (400,519/.), metals (205,179/.), animals, living, for food 
(189,3691.), and tobacco (59,5461). 

With regard to the Exports of British and Irish produce, and 
manufactures for the same two periods, the following categories 
of merchandise show increases in the first quarter of 1901 as 
compared with a similar period of 1900, viz:—Ships, new, not 
registered as British (2,377,538/.), apparel and articles of personal 
use (862,7581.), articles of food and drink (197,164J.), parcel post 
(166,553/.), and “all other articles, either manufactured or partly 
manufactured ” (218,613/.). The other categories all show de- 
creases, the most serious being in metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom, the value of which is 2,280,466/. less than in the first 
quarter of 1900. 


V.—The Month’s Shipping. 


The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions, with cargoes, during 
March, 1901, amounted to 2,676,344 tons, and the tonnage 
cleared to 3,485,634 tons, as against 2,781,529 tons entered and 
3,712,773 tons cleared in March, 1900. With regard to the 
coasting trade, the tonnage entered with cargoes during March, 
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1901, amounted to 2,457,770 tons, and the tonnage cleared to 
2,468,627 tons, as against 2,763,512 tons entered, and 2,733,768 
tons cleared in March, 1900. 


VI.—The First Quarter’s Shipping. 

The tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions, with cargoes, durin 
the quarter ended 31st March, 1901, amounted to 7,790,970 tons, 
and the tonnage cleared to 9,874,163 tons, as against 7,925,336 
tons entered and 10,202,247 tons cleared in the quarter ended 
March, 1900. With regard to the coasting trade, the tonnage 
entered with cargoes during the quarter ended March, 1901, 


* amounted to 7,202,318 tons, and the tonnage cleared to 7,168,296 


tons, as against 7,517,216 tons entered, and 7,478,580 tons cleared 
in the corresponding period of 1900. 


THE COMMERCIAL IMPORTANCE OF HANKOW. 


_ Of the Treaty Ports on the Yangtse, Hankow is second in im- 
portance, coming only after Shanghai, which latter, from its 
position near the mouth, should be regarded more as a sea port 
than as ariver port. The following table based on the statistics 
issued by the Chinese Imperial Customs shows the value of the 
imports into and exports from the ports on the Yangtse in 1897, 
1898, and 1899, the latest years for which figures are obtainable, 
and distinguishing Shanghai and Hankow :— : 


Imports. Exports, 


1897. | 1898, 1899, 1897. | 1898, 1899. 
H. Taels. | H. Taels. | H. Taels. H. Taels. | H. Taels. | H. Taels. 
Shanghai ... ...| 42,666,586 | 40,686,270 | 53,782,245 || 59,166,376 | 47,958,025 | 70,822,474 
Hankow 25,180,248 | 22,817,794 | 29,738,666 || 24,540,382 | 30,953,651 | 37,463,395 


-| 45,283,685 | 45,942,632 | 61,032,563 || 22,747,848 | 23,576,706 | 33,250,486 


Total Trade 
4 118,680,519 | 109,446,696 |-144,553,474 || 106,454,606 |-102,488,882-| 141,586,355. - 
Ports. £| 17,080,000 | 15,434,000 | 21,758,0C0 || 16,024,000 | 14,786,000 | 21,804,000 


* Chinkiang, Wubu, Kiukiang, Shasi, Ichang and Chunking. 
avenge value of the Haikwan tacl in 1697 was 2s. 11}d.; in 1898, 2s. 108d. ; and 


From the above table it will be seen that as re the exports, 
the trade of Hankow is greater than that of all the other six ports 
of the Yangtse (exclusive of Shanghai). 

. With regard to the shipping at Hankow, the following table 
shows the total number and tonnage of vessels entered and cleared 
at. that port, in the years 1898 and 1899, the figures being taken, 
as in the above table, froin the statistics published by the Chinese 
Imperial Maritime Customs :— 


Yangtse* 
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Shipping Entered and Cleared at Hankow. 


Flag. 1898 1899. 


Total, steamers 1,672,680 | 1,733 | 1,790,411 


| 

Steamers— | No. Tons. \ No. Tons 
Chinese... 452,925 | 439 445,489 
Japanese ... 64,198 || 219 121,216 
Russian... Sus 12 40,078 16 53,688 
Norwegian... ... 10 8,614 | 29 22,562 
German ... 7 4,954 14 13,778 
Belgian... — 2 2, 174 
American ... ove | 1 

| 
| 


Sailing— 
Chinese... 959 156,828 1,150 | 183,706 
American 8 2,652 | 6 1,914 
Total, sailing... 967 159,380 1,196 185,620 
Total, steamers and sailing Ae 2,566 1,832,060 | 2,929 1,976,031 


From the above table it will be seen that of the total tonnage 
of steamers entered and cleared at Hankow, the tonnage of British 
steamers amounted to 65°8 per cent. in 1898, and 63:2 per cent. 
in 1899, If Chinese vessels be excluded the tonnage of steamers 
under the British flag was 90°3 per cent. of all foreign vessels in 
1898, and 84:1 per cent. in 1899. 

In the report of the Deputy Commissioner of Customs for 1899 
it is stated, with regard to the increase of shipping at Hankow in 
that year as compared with 1898, that, among the reasons for this 
increase, may be noted the arrival of ocean steamers from Europe 
with materials for the Hankow-Peking railway. Several steamers 
direct from Japan with coal for Hankow factories; a temporary 
steamer for the Ichang route to meet the plethora of cargo await- 
ing shipment to that port, and a new line of river steamers under 
the Japanese flag to ply between Shanghai and Hankow, this 
latter fact serving to account for the rise of Japanese shipping at 
the port from 3°7 per cent. in 1898 to 6:8 in 1899. 

In the issue of the “ Indian Import and Export Trades J ournal ” 
for February last, in an article on the commercial importance of 
Hankow, it is stated that of all the towns in the interior of China 
this is the one most likely to increase in commercial importance 
within the next decade. 


‘Situated as it is on the Yangtse, 680 miles from Shanghai, it: 


holds the important position of being at the head of that portion of 
the Yangtse which is navigable for vessels drawing up to 10 feet 
all the year round, and for ocean-going vessels drawing 30 feet 
during the flood seasons (May to October). It is also at the mouth 
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of the Han River, a very important trade route for Chinese junks, 
and what is more important, the railways from Peking to the north, 
and Canton to the south, are, it is stated, to have their termini on 
the Yangtse at Hankow. 

Hankow is only one of three towns, Wuchang, Hanyang and 
Hankow, all situated on the Yangtse close to each other, but 
separated by that river and the Han River. Wuchang, situated 
on the south bank of the Yangtse, is the largest of the three, and 
from a Chinese point of view the most important, as it is the seat 
of the Viceroy of the Hukuang Provinces, 1.e., Hunan and Hupeh, as 
well as of the Governor of Hupeh. In Wuchang there is a 
cotton mill, but it is stated to be doing very badly just now. 
Hanyang is a small town and is not of much importance, but 
Hankow is, from a commercial point of view, and from that of the 
foreigner, the most important place. Its chief manufacture is brick 
tea. There are several factories belonging to Russian and British 
firms. The process, briefly described, is simply grinding the dried 
tea to powder, cleaning it, and compressing it by hydraulic or 
steam power into bricks of about half an inch in thickness, and 
seven by nine inches width and length. These bricks are almost 
all exported to Russian territory. 

There are also several works for the manufacture of albumen 
from the white of eggs. The white is separated from the yolk, and 
allowed to settle, so that all impurities rise to the surface, treated 
with ammonia and dried carefully in shallow plates. The yolks 
are treated with boracic acid, and exported for tanning purposes. 
One factory will use as many as three million eggs in a month. 
The demand has caused the Chinese to trade largely in eggs; 
enormous flocks of tame ducks are frequently met with all over the 
Yangtse Valley. On the Wuchang side of the river there is a 
small factory run by a Swiss firm for cleaning lead, zinc, and 
antimony ore for the Provincial Government. The ores come from 
Hunan, and are very rich in metal. All the principal “ hongs,” as 
the foreign business houses are called, are in the British concession, 
with the exception of two German ones in their own concession ; 
the stream of Chinese coolies continually working between these 
and the hulks lying out in the river off the “‘ bund” (or road along 
the river bank), gives some idea of the amount of business that is 
going on. 

The Lu-Han Railway will, when completed, join Hankow with 
Peking (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for 26th July last, p. 201). 


. 


66 THE BOARD: OF TRADE JOURNAL. (Apr. 11,1901, 


TRADE: OF CAPE COLONY.* 


~ With reference to the statement on p. 91 of the “Board of 
Trade Journal” for the 11th ult., the “Cape of Good Hope 
Government Gazette ” of the 2nd inst. publishes statistics showing 
the value of the trade of Cape Colony for the month ended 31st 
January, 1901, as compared with the corresponding period of 1900. 
The following tables show the value of the imports and exports of 
the principal and other articles into and from the Colony dpring 
the above-mentioned :— 


Imports into Cape Colony. 


, Month Month 
Principal and other Articles, ended 31st ended 31st 
January, 1900. | January, 1901. 
£ £ 
Provisions of all kinds (ineludes butter, cheese, 245,926 357,711 
coffee, confectionery, meats, rice, nae; tea, 
alcoholic beverages, §c.). 
Corn, &c. (flour, maize, oats, wheat) ... ns 100,787 119,283 
Cotton manufactures... we, 45,300 95,995 
Woollen da 9,931 23,189 
Haberdashery and millinery 55,282 94,220 
Wearing apparel (includes hats) a 38,699 _ 80,746 
Leather and leather manufactures (includes 47,502 90,162 
saddlery and harness). 
Metals and. metal manufactures Cineludes} 93,304 156,776 
machinery). 
Wood, and manufactures of 50,588 88,485 
and cabinetware). 
All other articles of 340,137 557,646 
Total merchandise < 1,041,410 1,670,287 
Articles for the Colonial Government 68,193 131,630 
Specie tie eee ove 7,400 
Grand total, Imports £} ~ 1,117,003 1,801,917 


‘Exports from Cape Colony. 


Month Month 
Principal and other Articles. ended 31st ended 31st 
January, 1900. | January, 1901. 
& £ 

Ostrich feathers ... ... 38,699 37,203 
Wool (washed, scoured, and in ‘the grease) one 59,436 114,691 
Hides and skins ... 23,128 31,857 
Hair, Angora Wegner 21,607 22,760 
All other articles of merchandise ae a 66,753 53,606 
Total merchandise 50/368 
Imported goods, re-exported ... 6,977 
Grand total, Exports <£ 251,182 627,118 


* See also p. 89. 


el 
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A report dated 16th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Consul at Chicago on the “Mail Order House” or 
trading by post, which has increased to a great extent in the 
United States, and has become an important advantage to the 
population of the country districts and a loss to the retail trader 
in the small towns and villages even in the remote parts of the 
States. The latter are endeavouring to solve the problem of how 
to fight this ever-increasing competition. 

In 1872 the first “mail order house” was started in Chicago 
by two men as partners, with a boy of 12 to assist the firm. 
Many inducements were offered to invite trade, and for the first 
few years the result was not encouraging; but trade gradually 
increased, and now the firm, having seized every opportunity that 
presented itself, employs 2,000 clerks, has 25 acres of floor space, 
merchandise on hand valued at 500,000/., and 2,000,000 customers. 

From 15,000 to 35,000 orders and letters are received by them 
every day, and their daily average shipments are 2,500 by freight, 
4,000 by express, and 6,500 by mail, or 13,000 packages daily. 
This house makes annual sales of 2,400,000/., and another comes 
very close to this amount. There are 25 houses in this business, 
and the amount of trade done by them is put at 6,000,000/. a year, 
and besides this a large trade is done through the post by the large 
Department Stores. 

Business is developed and customers attracted and kept by 
liberal advertising in country papers and by catalogues and 
circulars. Millions of these last are distributed, being sent to all 
persons whose addresses can be obtained, and sent every month to 
anyone who has ordered from them, and special attention is called 
to articles that may be useful to customers whose trade they have 
learnt. These circulars are printed in many languages to reach 
the foreign population. 

Large illustrated catalogues are sent on application on receipt of 
74d. These catalogues are said to cost 2s. 1d. when bought by 
the million, and the postage on them is 1s. 4d., and the small 
charge made for them is to prevent people who do not really need 
them applying for them without interest. 

When a customer has once been secured, care is taken to keep 
in touch with him, and no effort is left undone to make him think 
that the house takes a personal interest in his welfare. 

Goods are in some cases bought in large quantities, while in 
others the jobber supplies what is ordered, or it is supplied direct 
from the factory. Sometimes the whole output of a manufacturer 
is contracted for, for a season or number of years. 

No agents or canvassers are employed and no goods are sent 
until the full amount in payment has been received. 

The largest, mail order house outside Chicago is in New York, 
and it largely supplies small retail dealers. 
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If a parcel post should ever be established in the States, these 
houses would have a still greater advantage. 

The question of how the country retailer can compete with these 
houses is now widely discussed. 

The catalogue house has a difficult task in getting people at a 
distance to begin to trade, as the promiscuous distribution of 
catalogues has proved a failure and special inducements have to be 
offered. 

The plan usually followed is to offer by advertisement in the 
local papers some article which is a big bargain, and, if ordered, 
a catalogue is sent with it calling attention to the saving that can 
be effected by dealing entirely with the firm. These advertisements 
are inserted in papers having a large circulation among farmers — 
and working people in medium-sized towns, for the retail catalogue 
house cannot compete in the larger towns where the big depart- 
ment stores have bargain days, and their catalogues are to be found 
in even the homes of the mountaineers. 

In choosing the articles to advertise, those are taken which can 
readily be compared in price with the local store and articles 
which, having lately been reduced in price, appear to be very 
cheap when compared with the price they have been accustomed 
to bring, and these articles are offered frequently at a price which 
the local retailer would have to pay for thera. ‘The profit is made 
on the other articles of which the prices are not so well known, 
and from the description of which in the catalogue the real value 
cannot be decided. 

The country merchant studies these catalogues carefully, 
and he finds there is generally a good profit on the articles 
given greatest prominence, and that the success of the mail order 
house is owing to the local dealers having neglected them or 
wanted to make too large a profit. 

In the United States it is claimed that the only means by tile 
the local merchants can compete with this new departure is by com- 
bining into one large department store or in keeping everything. 

The mail order houses are doing a legitimate business and are 
selling good articles, and the retailer finds that he must do the 
same and be satisfied with small profits. Good articles must be 
bought in the lowest market, and the loss on one department must 
be made up in the others. ; 
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THE HAWAIIAN SUGAR INDUSTRY. 


The following account of the sugar industry of Hawaii is based 
on particulars given in a lecture recently delivered before the 
Louisiana Sugar Planters’ Association, and published in the 
Philadelphia “ Manufacturer” of 15th ult. :— 

Sugar is cultivated on the islands of Hawaii, Maui, and Oahu. 
The table lands surrounding the islands at an elevation of from 20 
to 500 feet, constitute the chief sugar areas. Nearly every acre 
adaptable to cane culture on these four islands is under cultivation, 
and the probability of a much larger extension of the industry is 
small. In the effort to obtain the large profits now incident to 
sugar culture, extensive estates have been recently opened, culti- 
vated and irrigated. An experience of two years has shown that 
on some of them the water available for irrigation is too much 
impregnated with salt to be suitable for sugar cane and 
hence these estates had to be closed and all prospects of 
growing sugar thereon abandoned. There are about 60 plantations 
on the islands, which yielded last year 289,544 tons of sugar. 
These plantations have about 100,000 acres in cane, one-half of 
which is harvested every year. The yield per acre varies greatly 
according to character of the soil, position of the plantation on the 
island, whether in the rainy or rainless belts, &c. Under irrigation 
as much as 11 tons sugar per acre has been the average of one 
plantation. Individual acres have given much higher yields. 
Upon the rainy side of the islands the yields are less, but so are 
the expenses, and the net gains from each do not vary much. 

Two-thirds, if not three-fourths, of the area each year is in plant 
cane. In Cuba, Porto Rico and other tropical islands cane is 
permitted to run for six to even sixteen years with the inevitable 
result of an annually diminishing acre yields, and a low average 
sugar output. Sugar planters elsewhere are disposed to doubt 
the accuracy of the large published yields of Hawaii. It is true 
that irrigation upon fresh lands, upon the warm leeward sides of 
the islands where the climate is almost perfect for maximum 
growth, has greatly increased the average output of Hawaii, 
but the cultivation all over the islands of the largest portion 
of their crops as plant cane is unquestionably the cause of 
their large yields. This is evidenced by the yields obtained on the 
rainy or windward sides of the islands, which are much larger 
than_those ordinarily obtained in Cuba and other tropical countries, 
even though much below the returns of the irrigated plantations 
of the leeward side of the same islands. 

The cane when harvested is delivered to the sugar mills by 
waggons drawn by oxen or mules, by rail, with horse or steam, by 
water flumes, sometimes crossing deep gulches, and by trolleys. 
Plantations use either one of the above methods, to suit their 
peculiar environment. 

According to the published reports of the sugar companies of the 
-slands for last year, there are 68 of such companies, of which 
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60 own their sugar houses and manufacture their cane. These are 
distributed as follows :—29 on Hawaii, 12 on Maui, 9 on Oahu, and 
18 on Kauai. The sugar produced last year was as follows :— 
Hawaii, 115,224 tons; Maui, 57,347 tons; Oahu, 53,625 tons; and 
Kauai, 63,348 tons, or a total of 289,544 tons. 

The capacities of different sngar houses vary greatly, from one 
sand two thousand tons to 28,000 tons. Some details of a few of 
these estates may be interesting :— 

Starting with the largest of the islands, Oahu, the estate of Ewa, 
situated 18 miles from Honolulu, may be taken as one of the highest 
types of a sugar estate inthe world. Several others, notably Oahu, 
and Maialua on Oahu, Hawaiian Commercial and Sugar Company, 
on Maui, and Lihue on Kauai, are annually increasing their areas 
and improving their methods, and may ultimately succeed in 
rivalling Ewa. 

Ewa has 9,000 acres of land under a lease for 40 years, 10 of 
which have already expired. This estate is pine miles long, and 
with a maximum breadth of four miles, 6,500 acres are available 
for sugar, of which 5,000 are already cultivated, half of which is 
annually harvested. The elevation of its lands runs from 5 to 200 

feet. It has an annual rainfall of only 25 inches, and hence uses 
irrigation. Several powerful pumping plants lift 60,000,000 galls. 
-of water daily from 51 artesian wells, raising it to the height of 
160 feet. The company employs 100 skilled employés, engineers, 
machinists, blacksmiths, artisans, chemists, &c., and 1,800 to 
1,900 common labourers, 600 of whom are cultivating on the 
profit share system ; the latter take the crop after it is up and has 
received its first irrigation, and carry it on to harvest, performing 
the irrigation and thrashing, and receiving as compensation one- 
sixth of the profits from the sale of cane. There are 33 miles of 
plantation railway, 350 cane cars, and five locomotives. In the 
sugar house are 9-roller mills and crushers, both made by Fulton 
Tron Works, St. Louis, Swenson and Lillie quadruple effects 
{capacity 550,000 galls.), three vacuum pans, twenty 30-inch 
Weston’s belt-driven centrifugal, and three 40-inch water-driven 
centrifugals, two Deming super-heaters, &c. The capacity of the 
mill is 1,200 tons of cane, of the sugar house 150 tons sugar. 
The mill extracts 93 to 94 per cent. of the sugar in the cane, and 
the house secures 83 to 84 per cent. of merchantable sugar. The 
crop just gathered produced 28,000 tons of sugar from 2,500 
acres of cane, or over 11 tons of sugar per acre. The lands are 
broken with three sets of steam ploughs, rows laid off five feet 
apart with enormous double mould board ploughs, drawn by eight 
mules. The capital of the company is now 5,000,000 dols., on 
which a monthly dividend of 50,000 dols. is regularly paid. The 
estate of Oahu adjoins Ewa, and last year ground 115,000 tons of 
cane, and obtained 227 pounds of sugar to the ton. Its capital is 
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6,600,000 dols. Jt, too, pays a regular dividend of 1 per cent. per 
month. Maialua is almost a duplicate of Ewa, and is run by 
the same agents. 

Lihue Planting Company, on Kauai, has a capital of 
1,400,000 dols., 34,000 acres of land, of which 7,000 are suitable 
for sugar. Its elevation is 40 to 400 feet, rainfall 45 inches, 
and is irrigated from artesian wells. Four thousand acres are in 
cane ; crop, 16,000 tons of sugar. It has 35 miles of railway, 500 
cane cars and five locomotives, two mills, one 9-roller and one 
12-roller, 36 34-in. centrifugals. Daily capacity, 1,400 tons of 
cane; and 200 tons of sugar. 

The Company on Maui (15,000 acres) uses rainfall, artesian 
wells and streams ; has six pumping plants, whose total capacity is. 
25,000,000 galls. daily, which lift the water 420 feet from artesian 
wells; six miles of railway and 10 miles wire trolley cables; 200 
cane cars, three locomotives and three miles of flumes for moving 
cane from field to mill; two sets of steam ploughs ; and a 9-roller 
mill with Krajewski crusher, 22 30-inch benitrifagale, 94 per cent. 
extraction. Daily capacity is 800 tons cane, and 120 tons sugar, 
and capital 2,250,000 dols. 

Olaa Sugar Company, started in 1899 by a conversion of large 
coffee plantations into a sugar estate, has the promise of being the 
largest estate on the islands. It has a capital of 5,000,000 dols., 
half of which has been paid up, and, of the remainder, 40 per cent. 
has recently been called. It has 19,000 acres. A mill is now 
being erected with a capacity of 170 tons sugar per day. The 
rainfall is 150 to 200 inches annually, and is abundant for crop 
purposes. It has 13 miles of water flumes, and 36 miles of planta- 
tion flumes for conveying canes from field to mill. 
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THE PHOSPHATES OF CHRISTMAS ISLAND. 


The following report on the phosphates of Christmas Island, 
especially in reference to their export to Japan, by H.M. Consul 
at Yokohama, has been received at the Board of ‘I'rade, through 
the Foreign Office :— 

“ An attempt has been made in the last year to introduce into 
this country artificial manure in the form of fossilised bird deposit 
or phosphate of lime, from Christmas Island, two cargoes, or about 
8,090 tons, of which has been brought to this port by the British 
steamship ‘ Ayr,’ and from all accounts this article of import 
shows considerable promise. 

“Christmas Island is situated in latitude 10 South, longitud 
105 East, about 220 miles south-east from Java Head. Its conces- 
sionaries are the Christmas Island Phosphate Company, Limited, of 
Billiter Buildings, London. The island is about 12 miles long 
from east to west, and 10 miles wide from north to south, is 
densely wooded, and attains an altitude slightly over 1,100 feet. 
The cliff at the water’s edge varies in height from 20 to 40 feet, is 
steep all round so that a vessel might strike the face of the cliff 
before bringing up. Water is obtainable on the island, wild 
pigeons are very numerous, and fish are plentiful in the water 
around the island. 

“The island was taken possession of in the name of the British 
Government in the year 1888, and is administered by the Govern- 
ment of the Straits Settlements. 

“The bird deposit found on the surface of the island is said to 
contain 86 per cent. of phosphate of lime, in lumps weighing from 
1 to 30 Ibs. Besides the phosphate of lime found on the surface of 
the island, which alone is at present worked, one other seam at 
least is known to exist from five to six feet under the surface, 

“A further seam, however, is supposed to exist below the one 
that has already been opened out. The thickness of the seam 
already discovered ranges from two to three feet; it is of a 
gravelly nature, and is said to contain 96 per cent. of phosphate of 
lime. The theory in regard to the presence on the island of this 
phosphate of lime is that many ages ago, before vegetation appeared, 
millions of birds not only made this island their breeding and 
depositing ground, but doubtless died there, their remains adding 
to the general whole. 

“The soil being thus enriched, vegetation began to appear, and 
became so dense as to prove inconvenient to the birds, driving 
them to some other and more barren place. After accumulating 
and decaying for another long period of years, by some convulsion 
of nature, or owing to some chemical action in the phosphate itself, 
the vegetation seems to have been destroyed. Another long 
interval intervened after which swarms of birds again made their 
appearance, making use of the island again as has been already 
described. Hence the reason given for the presence on the island 
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of alternate seams of bird deposit or phosphate of lime and rich 
black soil. 

“There are no indigenous inhabitants on the island. The 
present population are all engaged in the industry peculiar to the 
island, and consists of eight Europeans (British), viz.: manager, 
chemist, two engineers, surgeon, and three females. These, with 
the assistance of 700 Chinese coolies, carry on the industry. ‘I'o 
keep order on the island there is a force of 14 Sikh police. 

‘Phosphate of lime, as worked at present, is all obtained from. 
the surface of the island, which is said to be covered to a thickness 
of about 12 inches. It is placed by the coolies into small iron 
trollies which thread amongst the trees on light iron rails, these 
being laid in different directions as required. The trollies, when 
loaded, are lowered down the face of the hill on these iron rails to 
within about 2 ,000 yards of the tipping shoot by means of a wire 
rope attached to a large drum, the laden trollies hauling to the 
top of the island the empty ones. After being tipped from the 
trollies the phosphate is loaded into trucks, in which it is run 
down to the shoot, also on light rails, and tipped into the lighters. 
These lighters are hauled to and from the vessel by means of a 
warp; their capacity being from 10 to 15 tons each, they are 
easily loaded, and the method up to this point, even under present 
arrangement, which is only temporary, is expeditious. But the 
discharging of the contents of these lighters into the vessel is a 
tedious process, as nearly all the phosphate has to be placed in 
iron tubs by hand. These tubs hold from 10 to 15 cwts., they are 
hauled on deck by the vessel’s derricks. There is no question of 
waiting for the phosphate ; there is always a good supply of that ; 
it is principally a question of getting it on board the vessel under 
present conditions. A pier for the vessel to lay alongside, from 
which the contents of the trucks could be tipped direct into the 
hold of the vessel, would economise both time and labour to an 
enormous extent, as while under present conditions it takes six 
days, more or less, to load ; under the altered conditions suggested 
a few hours would suffice. 

“Flying Fish Cove, the only anchorage in the island, is situated 
at the north-east corner, its extreme width being 5 cables and 
24 cables depth, measured from a line drawn from Smith Point to 
Loading Point, and contains room for three vessels of the size of 
the ‘ Ayr’ (1 955 tons register). On a pinch four vessels might be 
accommodated. ‘The plan adopted for mooring is to pay out one 
anchor to the 60 fathom schackel, and then steam slowly into the 
cove, but great care must be taken that the vessel should be only 
just making headway when drawing close in. As soon as the 
anchor is seen to take the ground, chain must be at once payed 
out, about 10 fathoms. A line is then run from the bows toa 
buoy to hold the vessel against the anchor to prevent the anchor 
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from slipping off thé ledge.” “A stern line is then run to the shore, 
made fast to a tree, and the vessel warped round with her stern to 
the beach. She is then secured about one cable length from the 
beach with the stern in about 5 fathoms of water and 30 under 
the bow ; this is the centre berth. 

“‘The vessel in this position is about 350 feet from the face of 
the cliff. A buoy is laid down for a stern fast, with anchors out 
ahead and line fast to the shore. Although as secure in’ this 
position as the vessel can be made, owing to the Cove being open 
more or less to the sea, she has to lay under banked fires, ready 
with steam for any emergency. 

“The passage from Christmas Island to Japan takes, under 
steam, about 18 days. 

- “Phe method of treating the phosphate in Japan, that is, of 
preparing it for use as a fertiliser, is to open up the phosphate rock 
with ‘sulphuric acid, after which it is called superphosphate. This 
superphosphate has not been in use sufficiently long for an exact 
idea to be formed as to its specific value as a manure: 

“Phosphate rock as an artificial manure was first introduced 
into this country in any appreciable quantity in the year 1898, 
during which year three cargoes reached Yokohama, one from 
Beaufort, United States of America, and two from Bona, Algiers. 
In 1899, six vessels arrived laden with phosphate rock, three from 
Port Royal, South Carolina, two from Charlotte Harbour, Florida, 
and one from Bona, Algiers. During the year 1900 four cargoes 
reached Yokohama, two from Bona and two from Christmas 
Island. The first cargo arrived here from the last named place on 
16th August, since whic’: date no vessel has arrived loaded with 
phosphate from any other place. 

“Since writing the above, the steamship ‘ Ayr’ has arrived here 
again, 18th January, from Christmas Island laden with phosphate, 
making altogether 12,000 tons imported from that island since 
August last.” 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 
GOLD COAST. 


The Board of Trade have reser copies of two Ordinances entitled 

the Customs Tariff (Amendment) Ordinance, 

Customs 1999 (No. 9 of and the Kwitta Customs 

“ Tariff (Amendment) Ordinance (No. 2), 1900” (No. 12 of 1900). 

Ordinance 9 of 1900 came into force on 28th July, 1900, and 

increased the rate of duty from 10s. to 15s. per imperial gallon, or 
part thereof, on— - 

Brandy, rum, and miscellaneous spirits or strong waters (not 
including gin and liqueurs) being sweetened or mixed with 
any article so that the degree of strength cannot be ascer- 
tained by Sykes’ hydrometer 

when imported into that part of the Colony, west of the Volta. 

Ordinance 12 of 1900 was passed by the Legislative Council on 
16th August, 1900, and amends the “ Kwitta Customs Tariff 
Ordinance, 1894,” so far as it relates to the imposition of specific 
rates of duty on articles imported into that part of the Colony, 
east of the Volta, substituting the following rates :— 

On brandy, gin, rum, and miscellaneous spirits or s. d. 
strong waters not being sweetened or mixed with 
any article so that the degree of strength cannot 
be ascertained by Sykes’ hydrometer of a strength 
of 124 (12°5) degrees under proof, the imperial 
gallon or part thereof... ese va wes 3 

For every degree or part of a degree stronger than 
12} (12°5) degrees under proof, an additional duty 
the imperial gallon or part thereof re. +. 

For every full degree below 124 (12°5) degrees under 
proof a reduction the imperial gallon or part 

On brandy, rum, gin, liqueurs, spirits of wine and 
miscellaneous spirits or strong waters being 
sweetened or mixed with any article so that the 
degree of strength cannot be ascertained as afore- 


said, the imperial gallon or part thereof ... 2 2 
Tobacco, per lb. 0 23 
Gunpowder, per lb. ... 0 6 
Fire-arms, each a 2 0 


The Ordinance also repeals the “ Kwitta Customs Tariff (Amend- 
ment) Ordinance, 1900” (No. 8 of 1900), which came into force 
on 28th July, 1900, and which imposed increased rates of duty on 
spirits. At the same time it provides, by section 3, that the 
Treasurer may 

“refund to importers the difference between the Customs 
“duties paid by them under the Kwitta Customs Tariff 
“‘(Amendment) Ordinance (No. 8 of 1900), and those 
‘“‘ which would have been paid, had this Ordinance (No. 12 
“* of 1900) been passed ” 
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NEW ZEALAND. 


The following Decisions relating to the import duties to be levied 
on the undermentioned articles are notified 

Tariff Decisions. in the New Zealand “Government Gazette” of 
the 14th February last :— 


Per cent. 
ad val. 
Capstans, hydraulic—- 
As capstans Tes 20 
Cumin-seed, ground— 
As druggists’ sundiies ... 15 
Ice cans for dairy factories— 
Icing gelatine — 
As “articles and materials suited only for, and 
to be used solely in, the fabrication of goods in the 
Roll text almanacks— 
As calendars... we 25 
Varnish remover, Ball’s instantaneous 
RUSSIA. 
ie The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 


Office, to the effect that by an Order of the 


Russian Department of Customs, dated the 
February last, gramophones imported 
Gramophones. 


into Russia are to be subject to duty under 
Section 172, Point 4, of the Customs Tariff at the Conventional 
rate of 15 copecks per funt (44d. per lb.). 


GERMANY. 
The Foreign Office have forwarded to the Board of Trade trans- 
lations of certain Orders recently issued by 
Customs Decisions. the Hamburg Customs Authorities with regard 
to the classification of certain articles imported 
via Hamburg into the German Customs Union. The following is 
the substance of these Orders :— 

Tarred chain links——Plain chain links, provided with a coating 
of tar such as is usually applied to rough iron goods to save them 
from rust, are, if the tar coating has a smooth surface, to pay duty as 
lacquered iron goods under No. 6e 3 B of the Customs Tariff at the 
rate of 24 marks per 100 kilogs. (12s. 2d. per ewt.). 

Metal ornaments for belts, imported on cards and consisting of 
a fastening in two parts made of nickelled brass plate overlaid with 
small decorative iron plates, and of a buckle made of some silver 
plated base metal, are to pay duty under No. 200 2 of the Customs 
Tariff at the rate of 175 marks per 100 kilogs. (41. 8s. 11d. per cwt.). 


| 
q 
4 
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Worn-out peckers.”—Worn-out and torn “ peckers” (driving 
bands for quick-shuttles), made of raw hide, and which appear to 
be of no further use for weaving purposes, are to be admitted free 
of duty as “ waste from raw hides,” under No. la of the Customs 
Tariff. 

Railway sleepers of Quebracho wood.—Quebracho wood cut into 
railway sleepers, not to be employed for this purpose, but ultimately 
used for tanning, is to be admitted free of duty under No. 5m of 
the Customs Tariff. 


SPAIN. 


A translation has been received at the Board of Trade, through 
the Foreign Office, of a Spanish Royal Order, 
dated the 16th ult., providing that crystal and 
glass in articles of decoration are to be assessed 
for duty on importation into Spain in accord- 
ance with their net weight. A similar decision 
has already been given in the case of like articles of earthenware 
and porcelain. 


Assessment for 
Duty of Crystal 
and Glass 
Ornaments. 


ITALY. 

The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
Tariff Classifica~ Office, to the effect that rolled glass plates, 
ti ; smooth on one side and ribbed or stamped with 
ion of certain 
Rolled Glass a pattern on the other, if of a minimum thick- 
Plates ness of four millimetres, will be classified for 

. tariff purposes under No. 272) of the Italian 

Customs Tariff as glass for roofing or paving, dutiable at the rate 
of 8 lire per 100 kilogs. (3s. 3d. per ewt.). Similar glass, if less 
than four millimetres in thickness, will be dutiable at higher rates, 

under No. 2724 of the Tariff, as window-glass. 


GREECE. 
‘The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
Seienintataen Office, to the effect that the Greek Government 
of Gamatnaaia have denounced, on the 21st ult., the Treaty of 
ade Git Commerce and Navigation between Belgium 
Bel ol and 2nd Greece, signed at Athens on the 13th/25th 
onsiond May, 1895, and that the Treaty in question 


ft ee ol will therefore terminate on the 21st March, 1902. 
” ‘ane After that date the undermentioned articles, 


on importation into Greece, will no longer be 
admissible on payment of the reduced rates of duty provided for 
in Article XVI of the Belgian-Greek Treaty (the privileges of 
which are at present enjoyed by British traders under the most 
favoured-nation clause of the Anglo-Greek Treaty of the 10th 
November, 1886), but will be subject to duty as specified below : — 
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Duty after 21st March, 1902. 
Article. Present Rate |__. 
Duty. English 
Tariff Rate. Equivalent. 
Dr. Lep. Dr. Lep. .d, 
Window glass,common _.... | 100 cokes 10 00 | 100 okes 25 Cwt.0 8 0 
Tron pipes and girders 4 00 , 0 
Wrought iron in pieces for % 10 00 > 2 00; , 9 8 0 
buildings and for bridges, 
except for railway bridges. 
*Tissues of linen, hemp or 90 00 » 200 3 4 0 
jute, not specially men-| 
tioned, containing 12 or 13 | 
warp threads in a square of | 
5.millim., except coarse | 
tissues for sacks. 


The following provision will also be abrogated:—Ticks with 
bands of coloured cotton or coloured linen are to be dutiable 
according to the number of threads in the foundation, without 
taking into consideration the number of threads in the bands, pro- 
vided that the bands are not more important than the foundation. 


PERSIA. 
The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, 
Abolition of of a telegram from H.M. Minister at Tehran, 
to the effect that a Decree has been issued 


Inland 
C by the Shah abolishing the inland Custom 
tom Houses. houses in Persia. 


COLOMBIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 382 of the 
ff of “ Board of Trade Journal ” for the 16th August 
Tariff 0 ’ last, relative to the duties leviable on certain 
Export Duties. articles exported from Colombia, the Board of 
Trade have now received, through the Foreign Office, a translation 
of a Decree, dated the 18th January last, revising and extending 
the provisions of the previous enactment and imposing export 
duties on all articles shipped from the Republic. The new export 
tariff, which is as follows, was to come into force on the Ist ult. :— 


*NoTE.—Tissues of linen, hemp or jute, containing less than 12 warp threads in 
a square of 5 millim., will still be subject to duty at the reduced rate of 90 drs, 
per 100 okes (17. 8s. 10d. per ewt.) under the provisions of the Anglo-Greek Treaty, 
Those containing 14 threads and over are dutiable at the rate of 200 drs, per 
100 okes (37. 4s. per cwt ), 


| 
| 
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Article. | Uait, | 
* Pes, Cts. 
Husked coffee 100 lbs. 3 00 
{Coffee in the husk .. 2 50 
Goat and similar skins... 4 00 
Tobacco in leaf... ate on 2-00 
Dried birds ... Kilog. 10 00 
Tortoise-shell «| 100 lbs. 5 00 
Vegetable oil ‘of canime” eee 3 50 
Cedar, mahogany, “ galiavo,” or ‘any other wood used) 1000 super- 5 00 
for building. ficial feet. 
Cattle Head. 20 00 


§Gold, in bars, will pay a tax 
equivalent to 2 per cent. of the certified value founded on the 
assay, in Colombian paper money, at the rate of exchange current 
at the time of exportation. Gold dust, platinum, and silver, which 
have not been assayed, and gold and platinum in the form of 
jewellery, or coined into money, or in any other form whatsoever, 
will be subject to a duty of 2 per cent. of their insurance value. 
In cases where there are no documents certifying assay or insurance 


values, the following duties will be levied :— Pesos. Cts. 
Gold oth ... Gramme 0 20 
Platinum ... ia 0 15 
Silver °... iss 0 10 
Ore hei Ton 0 20 


All other articles will be “subject, to an ad valorem duty of 2 per 
cent., leviable on their valuation in Colombian paper money. 

All articles destined for exportation through ports of the 
Republic are to be subject to the same formalities as in the case of 
imported goods. 


* The nominal value of the Colombian peso is 4, 


} The export duties formerly leviable on these articles were :— _ Pes. cts, 
Husked coffee ise eo 100 lbs. 3 20 
Coffee in the husk.. ove 2 40 
Goat skins ... 4 50 


t Not stated in original. 


§ For former duties on gold and silver, &c., see “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 
16th August last, p. 382, 
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NEW ZEALAND. 


The following table showing the number and tonnage of vessels 
; entered at the several ports of New Zealand 
Shipping in 1900. during the year 1900, is taken from the “ New 
Zealand Government Gazette”’ for 14th February 


Entered. | 1899, 1900, 
eae | 

British— No. | Tons. | No. Tons. 
Sailing ... ... 198 | 107,664 199 95,011 

Foreign— | 

Total... “| 609 | 811,183 616 854,632 
EGYPT. 


The Egyptian ‘Journal Officiel” of 27th ult. announces that 
Navigation on navigation on the River Nile at the site of the 
the Nile at Assiout Barrage will probably be completely 
p teenth stopped from the 10th April, 1901, on account 
. of the construction of works in connection with 

the new barrage, until after the commencement of the next flood. 


RUSSIA. 


A despatch dated 14th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office 
: from H.M. Consul-General at Odessa, forwardin 
—. translation of an article which appeared in the 
Sennen * Odesski Listok” of 28th February/13th March, 
pany. on the subject of the East China Steam Naviga- 
tion Company, a shipping undertaking intended to work in 
connection with the East China Railway in pushing Russian trade 
in Eastern Asia. The article states that the ocean going steam 
navigation company of the East China Railway established in 1899, 
is a subsidiary undertaking of the East China Railway, and is mainly 
intended to bring freight to the railway and to help the disposal of 
Russian goods in the Amur Territory, in China, Japan and Corea. 
With the opening of regular traffic on the line steamers of the 
Company commenced to run, adapting themselves to the time tables 
of the trains. 
The administration of steamers which is established near 
Ta-Lian-Wan opened agencies at Vladivostok, Nikolaievsk on the 


_Amur, Due on Saghalin, Nagasaki, Chifu, Niuchwan, Shanghai, 
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Chemulpo, Petropavlovsk, Possiet, Tientsin, Hong Kong, Gensan, 
Fuzan, Hakodate, De Castries and Port Arthur. The Steam 
Navigation Company has coaling stations at Port Arthur, Chifu 
and Nagasaki. The agents of the Company are everywhere 
Russians with the exception of those at the ports of Shanghai, Hong 
Kong, Nagasakiand Hakodate, where theyare natives. On beginning 
work the Company bought from the Volunteer Fleet a floating 
crane and seven barges and seven steamships: ‘Sibirian,” 
Ningute,” Sungari,” “ Inkai,” Girin,” ‘“‘ Mukden” and 
“Tsitsikar.” The three last named steamers carry cargo only, and 
are constructed so as to be able to take on board complete loco- 
motives fully fitted. The steamer “ Sibirian” was towing barges, 
and the remaining three were plying regularly between Port Arthur, 
Chifu, Nagasaki, Shanghai and Vladivostok. Last year, two steamers 
specially equipped for work in the Okhotsk Sea were prepared at 
Shanghai. The Company further ordered in Europe six steamers, of 
which two will be fast running, each having accommodation for 90 
cabin passengers and 300 between deck berths. These steamers will 
be completed in the course of two or three months, and will ply 
regularly between Port Arthur, Ta-Lian-Wan and Nagasaki. The 
remainder will work along the Siberian coast. ‘Thus in the 
current year the Company will possess 15 steamers having a 
registered capacity of 19,300 tons and accommodation for 500 
cabin and 4,250 between-deck passengers. 


GERMANY. 


The United States Consul at Stettin, in a report dated 8th 
—— February last, sends the following translation 

of the new harbour dues for the Port of Danzig, 

which were to take effect on the Ist inst. :— 

Incoming or outgoing vessels pay for every cubic metre (35°316 
cubic feet) as follows :-— 

A.—1. Steamers with cargo in or out, 12 pfs. 

2. Steamers in ballast or empty, 6 pfs. 
B.—1. Sailing vessels with cargo in or out, 10 pfs. 
2. Sailing vessels, in ballast or empty, 5 pfs. 

Steamers measuring 200 cubic metres (7,063 cubic feet) or less, 
pay 6 pfs. and 3 pfs. respectively. 

Sailing vessels of less than 200 cubic metres measurement pay 
5 pfs. and 2 pfs. 

Vessels with less than one-fourth of a cargo, or vessels with 
whole cargoes of either stone, slate, chalk, coals, coke, turf, salt, 
iron ore, lime, &c., or vessels used for pleasure, whether in or out, 
pay fees No. 2 in Schedule A and B. 


Dues at Danzig. 


| 

| 

| 
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In the same report it was stated that on Ist April the following 
extra port dues (to be applied to dredging the 
deep waterway to Swinemiinde) to be 
levied at Stettin on the cargo of all incoming 
and outgoing ships :— 

Ships measuring from 2,000 to 2,800 cubic metres (70,632 to 
78,290 cubic feet), 6 pfs. per 1,000 kilogs. on the total freight 
carried; ships with a measurement of more than 2,500 cubic 
metres, 12 pfs. per 1,000 kilogs. 


TRIPOLI. 


According to a recent report of the Belgian Consul-General for 
the North African States, the greater portion of 
Caravan Routes. the trade between the Mediterranean and the 
Soudanese States in the regions of Lake Tchad, 
and even as far west as Timbuctoo, and as far south as Bornu and 
Wadai, has been carried on for many years past through the ports 
of Tripoli vid the oases of Ghat and Ghadames. Merchants at 
Tripolitain ports entrust their goods to Arabs, who convey them by 
small caravans as far as Ghat, which is a trade centre with a fixed 
population of about 4,000, and a floating population of perhaps 
20,000 Touaregs. At Ghat the loads on the caravans are redistri- 
buted and the desert route commences after arrangements have been 
made with the Touaregs to avoid pillage. Arrived in the Soudan, 
the Arab traders exchange their goods for Soudanese produce, and 
after a stay of several months, they return to Ghat and split up into 
smaller caravans before starting for the Mediterranean ports. Trade 
with the more eastern parts of the Soudan and the Libyan desert 
is carried on via Benghazi and the Ogila oasis. 

This state of affairs would, however, appear to have been some- 
what modified by recent events. The districts of the Upper 
Niger have come under French influence, while British influence 
is supreme in the lower reaches of the river and throughout 
Sokoto. 

The opening of the Niger route will probably divert the trade of 
Bornu and Sokoto from the Tripolitain caravans, but the Belgian 
Consul is of opinion that the trade of the regions to the east and 
north-east of Lake Tchad will still be reserved for the older route. 

_ A map of the caravan routes across the Sahara and Libyan 
deserts, between Morocco, Algiers, Tunis, and Tripoli and the 
French and Egyptian Soudans was published in the Return on 
the Trade and Shipping of Africa issued by the Board of Trade 
{C. 9,223, 1899], where other information on the trade of these 
districts will be found. | 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The “ Railway fe of the 15th ult. states that among the 

k oan industries which will show increased activity 

oa during the present year in America is that of rail- 

1901 way construction. In the year 1900 there were 

4 4,436 miles of new lines added in the Unitea 

States. In the year 1901 the mileage built seems likely to be 

considerably larger—probably reaching at least 5,000 miles; 

possibly much exceeding that figure. The geographical distribution 

of this actual and prospective construction may be seen by the 
following table :— 


Under Contract | Under 
— or under Con- Total. No. 
Construction. | sideration. 
Miles Miles, Miles. | Lines. 
New England States 38 38 3 
Middle States 5 oes see 410 86 496 34 
Central Northern States ... acd 540 98 638 26. 
South Atlantic States... ae 1,172 67 1,239 42. 
Gulf and Mississippi Valley States 595 621 1,216 44 
South-Western States om one 2,059 829 2,888 58 
North-Western States... sie 309 35 344 15 
Pacific States oe oo ni 785 558 1,343 34 
Totals in se 5,908 2,294 8,202 250 


On examining the records more in detail it is found that the 8,200 
miles here summarised are distributed through 43 of the States 
and Territories. The only parts of the country in which railway 
building is not now going on or does not seem in immediate 
prospect are Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Connecticut and Nevada. But there are already surveyed or under 
survey other enterprises in every one of the States and Territories 
to the number of hundreds, showing that the field for railway 
building in the United States still continues large. The 
regions in which the largest mileage is just now under contract 
or under construction, upon nearly 200 lines, are as follows :— 
Texas, 763 miles, on 13 lines; Oklahoma and Indian Territory, 
612 miles, on 9 lines ; Georgia, 609 miles, on 9 lines ; Pennsylvania, 
300 miles, on 17 lines; New Mexico, 230 miles, on 2 lines; 
Illinois, 224 miles, on 4 lines; Arkansas, 198 miles, on 9 lines 3 
Louisiana, 175 miles, on 4 lines; Minnesota, 165 miles, on 5 lines ; 
Washington, 165 miles, on 5 lines. 


| 
| 

| 
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JAPAN. 


The report of the Yokohama Chamber of Commerce states that 
Mr. Otani Kahei, the President of the Chamber, 


— Railway has been in personal communication with the 
pentiemetens Department of Communication regarding the 
Hachioii. proposed railway between Yokohama and 

J Hachioji. The department officials expressed 


themselves as favourably disposed towards the scheme, and state 
that they will submit a Bill to the Diet on the question. 


MINING, METALS, AND MACHINERY. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


According to returns received by the Board of Trade from the 
Imports of Pig- Secretary of H.M. Customs, the quantity and 
iron and value of pig-iron and unwrought steel regis- 
Unwrought Steel tered as imported into the United Kingdom 
from the United from the United States of America during each 
States. of the months of January-March, 1900 and 
1901, were as follows :— 
I.—Pig-iron. 


19C0. 1901. 
Quantity.| Value. Quantit Value. 
y 
Tons £ | Tons. £ 
January 5,742 22,898 | 12,817 48,297 
February 2.356 8,905 || 8,766 28,241 
March ... 4,688 18,101 | 2,910 11,577 
Year 1900 Tons 94,282 __...... £350,649 
» 1899 £219,715 
» 1898 £180,614 
II.—Unwrought Steel. 
1900. | 1001. 
| 
| 
Quantity. Value. Quantity. 
| | 
Tons. £ Tons. 
January 409 3,988 16,647 98,927 
February 369 5,190 16,405 89,817 
March ... 585 4991 5,804 34,542 
Year 1£00 Tons 157,628 £1,011,851 
» 1899 os £288,706 
1898. ...... £158,689 


| 
| 
| 
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AUSTRALIA. 
The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 
: General for Queensland the following particu- 

of the gold returns of that Colony for the 
in Queensland in th of Feb wares 
Feb 1901, month of February last :-— 

Ore crushed ... ... 77,100 tons. 

Total yield ... 68,600 ozs.* 
* Including 1,500 ozs. of alluvial gold. 


The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent- 
‘i General for New South Wales the following 

po ene og particulars of the gold returns of that Colony 
Wales in reed for the year 1900 and for the first three months 


of 1901 :— 
Output in 1900... 845,650 ons. 
Oza. £ 
January 1901... 28,869 74,995 


Total for the first quarter of 1901 57,073 ozs.... £197,091 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Geen Peles from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
. the week ended the 6th inst., were as follow :— 
Wheat... se 268. 3d. 
Barley... ove 258, 38d. 
For further particulars see p. 97. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 


The Demerara “ Argosy ” of 6th ult. reports that the Agricultural 
ommittee of the Royal Agricultural and 


a one Commercial Society have prepared a scheme 
for villave cane farming, and have forwarded 
Se an outlir> of it to representatives of those 


village con munities anxious to develop such an 
industry. The terms of the scheme are as under :— 
1. Canes to be bought on the basis of weight, represented by 
the load of an ordinary cane punt, taken as being 2? tons. 
B 
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2. Price to be independent of polarisation of juice, and either to 
(a) vary with price of sugar in Georgetown, or (b) be fixed by 
mutually agreed upon authority-—say Royal Agricultural and 
Commercial Society or Chamber of Commerce—at commencement 
of each grinding. (N.B.— With refining crystals 96 deg. pol. at 
2 dols. 40 cts. per 100 lbs. in Georgetown, the value of the canes 
should be about 6 dols. 30 cts. per punt of 2? tons.) 

3. Canes to be cut and loaded by the grower, and to be in a 
fresh and healthy condition. 

4, (a)—For estates adjoining villages, canes to be transported 
by means of an aqueduct joining the village navigation to that of 
the estate. The cost of aqueduct to be borne either (1) by 
villagers with aid from Government, (2) by estates where sufficient 
acreage exists in village farmers’ canes to justify outlay, or (3) 
by division between estates and villagers. 

(b) For estates away from the villages, canes to be carted to the 
nearest point of the navigation of the estate buying the canes, and 
to be loaded there. 

5. Canes, when loaded, to be transported by the buyer, time of 
cutting being subject to mutual arrangement. — 

6. All disputes to be referred to a standing authority to be 
agreed upon for the purpose. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The New Zealand Agricultural Department has published corrected 
: returns of the area under wheat, oats and barley 
= this season, and has now made estimates of the 
onan, probable yield per acre. The figures are given 

below with comparison of a few recent years :— 


Yield Average 
sam. Bushels, per Acre. 
Wheat 258,608 5,926,523 23°00 
1898 315,801 5,670,017 17°95 
2 - 1899 399,034 13,073,416 32°76 
> - 1900 269,749 8,581,898 31°81 
1901 206,465 6,574,555 27:00 
Oats ... 372,597 11,232,803 30 00 
1898 354,819 9,738,391 27°44 
a --. 1899 417,320 16,511,388 39°56 
1900] 398,248 16,325,832 40°99 
1901 449,534 15,284,156 34-00 
Barley 1897 29,813 821,506 28-00 
. 1899 45,671 1,677,908 36-73 
” 1900 48,003 1,585,145 33:02 
2 30,831 924,930 30 00 
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The estimate of the average yield of wheat brings the expected 
out-turn to the smallest for several years, and greatly reduces the 
probable surplus available for export. Last year, with a yield 
larger by fully 3,000,000 bushels, and a stock on hand greater by 
about 500,000, the exportable surplus was estimated at a little 
over 7,000,000 bushels. From present estimates’ it follows that 
the exportable surplus this year will not much exceed 3,500,000 
bushels. The actual export for the year 1900 is returned as 
2,867,000 bushels, besides some 2,600 tons of flour. 

The crop of oats promises, apparently, to be a large one, not 
much below the heavy yield of 1899 and 1900. As to both crops 
something still depends upon the weather, which has been some- 
what unfavourable. There should, however, be a gocd supply of 
oats available for South Africa. 


GERMANY. 


The “ Reichs-Anzeiger” of the 12th ult. publishes statistics of the 
production of sugar in Germany during the 
Sugar Production. monthof February last, and during the first seven 
months of the 1900-1 sugar campaign. During 
February last 32,500 metric tons of raw sugar and 106,797 metric 
tons of refined sugar were produced in German sugar factories and 
refineries. In February, 1900, the production of raw sugar was 
28,679 metric tons, and that of refined 104,033 tons. During the 
seven months ended February, 1901—the first seven months of the 
1900-1 sugar campaign—1,688,422 metric tons of raw, and 780,961 
metric tons of refined sugar were produced, as compared with 
1,532,236 tons of raw, and 739,391 tons of refined during the 
corresponding period of 1899-1900. 


SPAIN. 


The United States Consul at Malaga in a recent report, states that 
during 1900 the production of sugar amounted 
Sugar Industry. to 150,000 tons, against a consumption of only 
85,000 tons. This excess of production over 
consumption is stated to have caused manufacturers much anxiety, 
and an effort was made recently to form a syndicate for the purpose 
of regulating the production and fixing the prices of sugar and for 
finding new markets. The cane-sugar manufacturers, however, 
refused to join the combination, which, under the circumstances, 
even if organisation is effected, is not likely to accomplish much. 
The surplus is due to the large area sown in sugar beets. Only 
32,500 tons of sugar were manufactured from cane. 
BZ 
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In spite of the large production of 1900, prices have been main- 
tained. The retail price of white lump sugar is about 44d. ; 
powdered or granulated, about 33d. There is also a poor quality 
of broken lump sugar that retails at about 2d. a pound. 

_ A strict surveillance is maintained by the Government over all 
manufacturers of sugar. In Andalusia, for instance, Government 
agents always superintend the weighing of the cane, none of which 
can be crushed except in their presence. Careful note is also taken 
that the amount of sugar produced from this cane is not less than 
it should be. No sugar is allowed to leave a factory except in the 
presence of these agents, who note the weight and fix the Govern- 
ment stamp on each package. It is unlawful to buy or sell any 
package of sugar that does not bear this stamp. The Government, 
however, gives the manufacturer time to collect his accounts after 
selling his sugar, and before paying this tax ; that is to say, the pay- 
ment of the tax is not demanded until the expiration of three 
months after the sugar leaves the manufacturer’s hands. 

From the residue of the cane, an excellent quality of alcohol 
is distilled. This process also undergoes a careful supervision by 
Government agents. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to a bulletin ree! prepared by the Department of 
Agriculture, there are estimated to be about 
—a 400,000 Angora goats in the United States, 
wane as and the annual production of mohair is about 
* 1,000,000 Ibs. Angora goats during the last 40 
years, have been extensively bred in the Western States and terri- 
tories, especially in Texas, New Mexico, Nevada, Florida, California, 
and Oregon. Investigations prove that they are not only classed 
among the most useful of the domestic animals, but their useful- 
ness is manifested in various ways. The fleece called “ mohair ” 
furnishes some of the finest fabrics, and is used in various other 
manufactures. Their flesh is exceedingly delicate and nutritious ; 
the milk, though not so abundant as with the milch breed 
of goats, is richer than cow’s milk; their tanned skins, 
though inferior in quality to the skins of the common goat, are 
used for leather; their pelts make the neatest of rugs and robes. 
A few of them in a flock of sheep are a protection from wolves and 
dogs, and their manure is noticeably helpful to the grass which 
follows them after.they have cleared the underbrush. 


| 
| 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 4th inst. was 
Cotton Statistics. 98,713 and the number imported during the 
fourteen weeks ended the 4th inst. was 1,183,127. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 4th 
inst., 7,607 bales, and for the fourteen weeks, 80,079. 
For further details see p. 95. 
A Return showing the number of bales of cotton imported and 
exported, forwarded from ports to Inland towns, and returned to 
ports during the month ended 31st March will be found on p. 96. 


The total number of receiving orders gazetted in England during 
the month of March last was 430, as com- 
Bankruptcy 


“te pared with 432 during January, 1900. 
(Gratietien. For detailed particulars see pp. 99-100. 


The number of emigrants that left the United Kingdom during the 

month of March, 1901, was 22,703, as com- 

Emigration. pared with 20,200 during the corresponding 
month of 1900. For further details see p. 98. 


CAPE COLONY.* 


The following table showing the value of the trade of Cape Colony 

by ports in 1900, and also the quantity of wool 

on oa exported from each port, is compiled from 

. statistics published in the “ Cape of Good Hope 
Government Gazette” of Ist ult. :— 


*Imports. Exports.+ 
Ports. 
1899. 1900. 1899. 1900. 

& 
Cape Town ... = «| 5,074,010 7,826,863 | 14,491,757 890,043 
Port Nolloth ae sai 49,018 72,226 447,438 498,812 
Simon’s Town ae 1,266 744 216 
Mossel Bay ... 247,179 303,119 312,322 326,079 
9,810 11,340 7,514 4,067 
Port Elizabeth _.... .--| 6,016,237 5,051,905 2,370,779 1,376,684 

Port Alfred ... 12 1,073 _ 
East London ie ...| 3,101,303 2,768,796 1,014,306 512,610 
St. John’s River... wee 15,176 9,402 216 15 
‘Inland Stations”... 47,362 61,516 4,187,054 3,433,832 
Total Kee £) 14,561,373 | 16,106,984 | 22,831,386 7,042,358 


* See also p. 66. + Exclusive of Government articles. 
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Miscellaneous. 


The following table shows the value of wool shipped from the 
various ports in 1899 and 1900 :— 


Wcol Exported. | 
Ports. | 
+ 1899, 1900. 
Lbs. Lbs. 
Pon Elizateth ... 33,086,616 10,853,308 
East London Sop 27,732,828 12,638,859 
St. John’s River ... did — 
Total 69,289,606 27,671,036 


NEW ZEALAND. 


With reference to the notice relating to imports into New Zealand 

' on pp. 777-8 of the “ Board of Trade Journal ” 

Exports in 1900. for 28th ult., the following table taken from 

the “New Zealand Trade Review and Price 

Current” for 28th February last shows the values of the exports 

from New Zealand during the years ended 31st December, 

1897-1900, respectively, specie and parcels post from all ports 
being stated separately :— 


1897. 1898. 1899. 19€0. 

£ £ £ £ 
North Island ... ...| 4,912,105 | 5,752,670 | 6,000,207 | 6,672,811 
South Island ... ...| 4,822,224 | 4,694,663 | 5,912,409 | 6,535,097 
Specie from all ports ...|_:275,771 66,717 14,913 22,903 
Parcel post from all ports... 8,153 9,245 10,806 | 11,800 
Total ...  &| 10,016,990 | 10,523,295 | 11,938,335 | 18,242,611 


The following table shows the values of the principal classes of 
produce exported during the years 1897-1900 respectively :— 


| 
i] 

| 

| 

| 

it 
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Miscellaneous. 

1897, 1898. 1899. 1900, 

£ £ £ 
Wool... 4,443,144 | 4,645,754 | 4,824,627 | 4,749,196 
Frozen meat vee ewe] 1,566,286 | 1,698,750 | 2,088,862 | 2,123,975 
Tallow eee 302,141 311,649 368,478 
Butter 403,690 571,799 740,620 
Cheese 135,776 141,818 228,977 
Sheepskins... ...  ...| 188,121 244,579 268,230 279,359 
Gold... 980,204 1,080,691 1,513,180 | 1,439,602 
Kaurigum... ... «| 398,010 586,767 607,919 622,293 
Timber... see] :154,169 164,515 196,749 232,169 
Flour 5,946 10,299 17,044 
Other articles ...  ...| 781,804 968,322 | 1,478,402 | 1,697,541 
Total N.Z. produce ...| 9,596,267 | 10,324,855 | 11,799,636 | 13,051,519 
Re-exports ... 144,955 131,723 128,786 168,189 
Specie | 66,717 14,913 22,903 
Total ... .» &| 10,016,993 | 10,523,295 | 11,938,335 | 13,242,611 


According to the same authority the estimated population of New 
Estimated Zealand on the 31st December last, was 770,682, 
Population. exclusive of Maoris,* as compared with 756,505 

P on 81st December, 1899. 


The following table showing the number and value of bicycles an1 

the value of the bicycle materials imported into 

Bicycle Trade. New Zealand during the year 1900, is taken 
from the same publication :— 


1898. 1899. 1900, 
Machines... 8,009 6,806 6,801 
Machines... Value £ 76,123 57,303 50,270 
Materials... » 65,282 54,748 68,165 
Total Value £} 141,405 112,051 118,435 
Customs duty & 22,569 17,349 16,501 
DENMARK. 


The United States Consul at Bergen, in a report dated 6th February 
last, relative to the discovery of a cheap 

— for substitute for rubber, states that after having 
on experimented for several years, a Copenhagen 
chemist has succeeded in producing a material called “ solicum,” 


* The Maori population according to the census of 1896, was 39,854. 
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Miscellaneous. 


which possesses qualities that will render it of the greatest import- 
ance to the caoutchouc industry. It is produced, it seems, from 
asphalte, and can be used for the manufacture of linoleum, rubbers, 
insulators, &c. It is also claimed that the material can be used as 
a paint, in all colours, and that it is absolutely waterproof. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of an Act dated 2nd March last, amending 


fh nara the Act of 13th June, 1898, “to provide ways 
Expenditure. and means to meet war expenditures and for 


other purposes.” 

The Act gives the revised Excise taxes on tobacco, also revised 
taxes on certain businesses. 

Copies of the above Acts may be seen on application at ao 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the of Trade, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


CHINA. 


The “ London Gazette ” of 9th inst. publishes a notification issued 
Claims for by the Foreign Office to the effect that claims 
Satatiien. for indemnities on account of recent events in 
China must be lodged with H. M. Minister at 

Peking before 1st May. 


92 
H 
| 
| 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom. 

Statement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the United 
Kingdom during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March, 1901, 
compared with the corresponding periods of the year 1900. 

Month ended Marcu. 
I. Imports rrom Foreign Countries anp British Possessions. 
Month ended 
31st March. 
1901. | 1900, 


£ £ £ , 
I Animals, living (for food) ... | 769,819 | 810,102 40,783 
IL, (A,) Articles of food and’ drink, 
16,493,743 |13,454,168 | 3,039,575 


(B.) Articles of food and drink, 


dutiable | 2,406,666 | 2,533,965 127,299 
Tobacco, dutiable_ ... 330,691 391,607 60,916 
III, Metals... wae | 2,425,058 | 2,722,290 287,232 


substances ... | 765,405 | 666,646 98,759 
VI. Raw materials for textile manu- : 


factures eos | 7,830,883 | 7,977,352 146,469 
VIL. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures... ... «.. | 3,948,609 | 4,632,465 - 683,856 
VIII. Manufactured articles eco ee | 8,649,566 | 9,022,299 _ 372,733 
TX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles... ... | 1,669,042 | 1,695,076 — 26,034 
B.) Parcel post ose wes 207,754 106,935 100,819 


Total value... 46,426,056 |45,002,134 | 1,423,922 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuck AND MANUFACTURES. 


£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living eas av 42,536 54,070 ae 11,534 
IL. Arti ‘of food and drink ; ee | 1,027,482 | 7,011,402 16,030 
III. Raw materials 2,640,408 | 3,325,271 _ 684,803 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
} ‘Yarns and’ textile fabrics... | 8,656,768 | 9,411,434 754,666 
B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except machinery 
and ships) .. «+» | 3,186,289 | 4,101,617 o 965,328 
C.) ery and millwork | 1,508,948 | 2,781,312 272,364 
| Ships, New (not registered as 
tish) 2,773,851 | 315,343 | 2,458,508 | — 


900,844 | 847,538 | 58,306 
(F.) Chemicals and chemical and 


medicinal preparations ... ...| 849,341 | 933,498 a 84,157 
(G.) All otherarticles, either manu- 

factured or partly manufactured | 3,227,796 | 3,293,663 _ 65,867 
(H.) Parcel post ese oe ea 257,080 241,733 15,347 — 


Total value ... «ss (25,021,298 [25,376,821| 295,528 


IIT. Exports or Foreign anp Cotonrat Propvucr. 


£ £ £ 
Total value ... | 5,200,525 | 5,666,338 465,813 
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Foreign Trade of the United Kingdom—continued. 
Three Months enpep 3lst Marcu. 
-. I. Imports rrom Foreign Countries anv British Possessions. 


Three months ended 
31st March, 


1901. | 1900. 


£ £ £ £ 
ving (for food ..| 2,074,794] 2,964,163) — 189,369 


45,744,872] 39,066,640] 6,677,782 |  — 
“Of food and. drink, 


ove one 6,469,911] 6,870,430 400,519 
‘dutiable 1,051,758) 1,111,304 59, 
ur. Metals 7,734,185] 205,179 
+ Chemicals, dyestuffs, tanning 
substances .... :1,884,788] 1,765,505] 69,288 


v. Oils eee oe eee eee oor 2,708,151 2,662,263 45,888 

VI. for textile manufac- 

24,707,224] 24,058,429] 648,795 

and manufactures . 11,157,805) 12,391,841 

VIII. Manufactured articles 23,945,272 24,469,481 

4, 492, 462,278 


Total value... 4,922,896 |  — 


II. Exports or British anp Irish Propuce aND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ 
I. Animals, living “ese wee 127,16 185,436: 68,274 
IL, Articles of foodanddrink 3,055, 210 2,855,046) 197,164 
IIL Raw materials... 7,867, 068 8,858,983; 991,915 
— and partly 
Ay 27,197,783, 27,757,346, — 559,613 
B.) Metals and articles manufac-| 
tured therefrom (except 
‘ and ships) 9,404,514) 11 684,980) _ 2,280,466 
ery and millwork _...| 4,259,209 4,764,901) — 505,692 
D.) Ships, new (not registered as) 
es 
2,894,506) 2,531,748) 362,758 
(@.) Chemicals” ‘and chemical and 


medicinal preparations... 2,850,800) 2,585, 234,739 
(G.) All other articles, either manu- ' 
factured or partly manufactured...| 9,249,473) 9,030,860) 218,613 _ 
(H.) Parcel post eve 834,148) 667,595; 166,553 


72,120,352} — | 1,308,073 


Exports or Forricn anp Propvce. 


£ £ 


£ £ 
Total value ... se. [16,218,120 [16,724,128 506,008 


| 
{ 
09 
— 
| 
| | | | 
| | 
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Cotton Returns, 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 14 Weeks ended 4th April, 1901. 


Week ended | 14 Weeks ended 
——- 4th April, 4th April, 
1901. 1901. 
IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
East Indian ae 4,055 30,647 
Miscellaneous ... one ase ive 957 20,749 
Total ae 98,713 1,183,127 
EXPorts. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
Brazilian eee eee eee eee eee ove — 510 
Miscellaneous eee eee eee eee eee om 1,710 
Total 7,607 80,079 


il 

H 
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Cotton Returns—continued. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported, 
Forwarded from’ Ports to Inland Towns, and Returned to Ports 
during the Month and Three Months ended 31st March, 1901, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1900. 


THREE MONTHS ENDED 
Monto OF MARCH. Siler Manon, 
1901. 1900. 1901, 1900. 
IMPORTS. 
American mae ene 196,255 839,482 847,246 855,292 
Brazilian one. ooo 2,970 16,041 9,224 36,638 
East Indian... ove 11,994 2,535 25,500 4,747 
45,030 34,731 113,880 164,230 
cellaneous ... ooo 5,286 3,437 19,899 9,645 
261,535 396,226 1,015,749 1,070,552 
Exports. 
American oo ove 13,351 19,467 43,871 52,108 
Brazilian ts pea 19 1,300 510 2,795 
East Indian... ove 2,901 1,239 9,459 5,084 
ptian a oe 4,985 4,986 15,697 36,083 
lianeous ... o 243 775 1,694 2,819 
Total ... oo 21,490 27,767 71,281 98,889 
FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
American 228,699 246,57: 107,827 739,921 
Brazilian 4.990 9,119 15,770 24,842 
Hast Indian... eat 2,724 431 8,885 1,339 
Egyptian ooo ooo 22,876 42,833 74,442 137,025 
Miscellaneous ... =... 6,049 7,063 16,660 19,313 
Total ... oe 265,338 306,024 823,584 921,940 
FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 
American ne ae 433 874 1,208 1,120 
Total .. ae 433 874 1,208 1,125 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
6th April, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus, 
Wheat ose 42,721 7 — 
Oats ove 11,776 18 0O 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1897 to 1900 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding 
eek in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Barley. Oats. 


Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus. a @ 
1897 | 41,278 7 17,694 O0| 8,747 5 27 8 22 7 16 6 
1898 _...| 45,297 6 8357 5] 9,184 6 85 2 27 0 
1899 —....| 51,318 2 12,821 6 | 10,397 7 24 7 25 1 16 11 
1900 67,743 7 


~ 


13,757 3 25 10 24 10 17 2 


| 
| 
| 
| 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial po pews for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushe 


of oats. ~ 
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Emigration.—March, 1901. 

Return of the Numbers, Nationalities, and Destinations of the 

Passengers that left the United Kingdom for Places out of 

Europe during the Month ended 81st March, 1901, and the Three 

Months ended 31st March, 1901, compared with the corresponding 
periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
for 
United |British N.| Austral-| of Good | Al corre- 
Nationalities. States. | America.| asia. — and ed oes Total. sponding 
atal. period, 
1900. 
Month ended 31st, March, 1901. 
English ... ...| 4,159 832 | 1,015 1,044 816 7,366 | 6,398 
Beoth .. «| 579 103 | 126 218 87 | 1,113 | 1,092 
Trish 16 89 30 26 2,094 | 2,538 
4 Total of British 
igin... ..| 6,671 451 | 1,230 | 1,292 929 | 10,573 | 10,028 
Foreigners... ...| 8,099 3,211 17 218 81 | 11,626 | 9,840 
4 Nationalities not 
distinguished . 5 _ 499 504 332 
Total ... | 14,775 3,662 1,247 1,510 1,509 22,703 | 20,200 
Total for corre- 
sponding } 12,640 | 3,675 | 1,212 | 1,475 | 1,198 | 20,200 
month, 1900 
Three Months ended 31st March, 1901. 
English ... ...| 9,401 659 | 3,181 2,975 | 2,780 | 18,896 | 15,054 
Scotch .. «| 1,143 109 292 615 283 | 2442 | 2468 
Irish ae 31 216 85 43 | 3,488 | 5,937 
Total of British 
origin... ..| 13,657 799 | 3,639 | 3,675 | 3,056 | 24,826 | 22,759 
Foreigners... 14,553 5,842 57 715 843 | 21,510 | 18,368 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 30 12 - — | 1,839 1,381 870 
Total .. | 28,240 | 6,653 | 3,696 | 4,890 | 4,738 | 47,717 | 41,997 
sponding 25,694 | 6,131 50 | 3,338 | 3,884 | 41,997 


Nore.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible date after the close of each 
Month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


| 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales. 


Number of Receiving Orders Gazetted in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 


tions. 


1901, | 1900, | 1901. | 1900, 


Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 


Publicans and hotel keepers, 85 23 88 69 
Butchers... ose ose ove ove 14 87 34 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c, eco eve 12 8 37 24 
Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers... 10 11 80 33 
Drapers, haberdashers, &c. 14 24 28 
Ge. ave 9 11 20 22 
Agents, commission and general esos 7 2 18 12 
Greengrocers, fruiterers, &C, 4. ae 6 6 18 20 
Solicitors ... ove eve 8 3 16 6 
Carpenters and joiners... ove eee eee 8 7 14 15 
Engineers and founders ... 9... see owe 7 6 14 15 
Tobacconists, &c. ... 5 5 14 Ul 
Fishmongers, poulterers, ic. 4 7 13 22 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers ove 4 2 12 10 
Furniture dealers and makers... 9.0 ews 4 3 12 7 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hauliers__... 8 9 il 14 
Ironmongers 6 5 3 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, silversmiths, , 
Provision merchants, &C. 6 3 15 
Travellers, commercial, &c, 4 1 5 
Chemists, druggists and chemical manufacturers 5 _ 10 2 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants and 
dealers ... ove 3 6 10 13 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. eee a a 6 2 9 3 
5 _ 9 2 


Doctors of medicine, physicians, &c, 5 


Three Months 
March. 
| 
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Bankruptcy.—England and Wales—continued. 


March. 
1901. 1900. 1901, 1900. 
No. No. No. No. 
Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 

tions—continued : 
Auctioneers om abe owe 4 4 8 12 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers —s 2 4 8 9 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers ... = 2 9 8 18 
Milliners, dressmakers, &c. sets ove oe 2 2 8 9 
Restaurant, coffee and ween keepers ... 4 5 8 6 
Stationers ... ove 4 1 8 3 
Confectioners 8 4 7 6 
Hairdressers ... one ooo ooo 2 7 1 
Cab, omnibus and fly proprietors eos 1 5 6 8 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c., dealers... 2 3 6 4 
Clerks, commercial and general... ... 2 8 6 14 
Clothiers, outfitters, &c. ... 1 2 6 6 
Contractors 2 1 6 3 
3 1 6 2 
Millers 3 2 6 7 
Printers and publishers... ove 6 13 
Saddlersandharness makers ... ... 2 6 6 
Carriage, &c., builders ... ... 2 2 5 5 
Cattle and pigdealers .. 1 1 5 4 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. ove os ois 2 4 5 10 
Gardeners, florists, &c, 1 3 5 6 
Merchants, general... 2 1 5 3 
Hoosiers, glovers, &c. 2 1 4 2 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses .. «| — 2 4 7 
Fishing smack owners, and masters ... ... 1 1 4 2 
Woollen merchants and manufacturers... ... 1 1 4 2 
Architects and surveyors ... ose ooo ons 1 1 3 a 
Brokers, stock and share . oe a 1 2 3 4 
Directors and promoters of omits: companis 1 —_ 3 10 
Lodging-house keepers... ove ee om 2 _ 3 4 
Officersin Army ... 1 1 3 3 
Stene, marble and aammethn masons, &c, 2 _ 3 2 
Wheelwrights eco ooo 3 2 3 7 
Wine and spirit merchants, 2 = 3 _ 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 1 
Timber merchants and wood dealers ... ... _ 2 1 6 
Cotton spinners and manvfacturers_... 2 2 


|| 
| 
| 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of March, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 83d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 may be purchased 
at a cost of 8s. 4}d. at any of the addresses enumerated above. 
This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. ‘The number published on the 15th ult. con- 
tains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
February : Accident Insurance in Austria in 1898: The Price of 
Bread: Accident, Old Age, and Invalidity Insurance in Germany 
. in 1899: Lead Poisoning : Labour Disputes in Denmark in 1899: 
German Labour Colonies in 1900: New Industrial Organisations 


registered in 1900: Labour in the Colonies, &c., &e. 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
from H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undermentioned 
places since lst January, 1901, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. | Place. | Price. 
2544 Tainan (South Formosa) (1899) .. 
2545 Somali Coast Protectorate 24. 
2547 Denmark (1899) Supplement 
2548 Russia—Agriculture of the Odessa District, ‘1900 
2549 Egypt (1899 and half of 1900)... 
2550 Southern Italy (1900) ... =e dd, 
2551 Germany, Estimates for 1901 __... 
2552 Bosnia and Herzegovina (1899) ... =e re aoe} Mk: 
2553 Servia (1899 and 1900) ... gd. 
2555 Angola (1899) .. ra dd. 
2557 Trade, &c., of Thessaly (1900) pad 
2559 Italy, Finances for 1900—01 as 
2561 Samoa (1900) . = 
2565 Hungary, Financial Condition ... 
2566 Chicago (1900)... we Se. 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest has also been issued since 1st January, 
1901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price, 
546 | France. —Preparation of French Plums ... 2d. 
547 Brazil.—Report on the State of Maranhau = 


548 United States.—Beet Sugar Industry 4a. 
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Government Publications. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since Ist January, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | Pc. 
1 Agreement betwéen the United Kingdom and Germany 
relative to China 4d. 
2 | Convention between the United ‘Kingdom and Japan for the 
| protection of the estates of deceased persons <a 4d. 
3 


Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice Sanitary 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to the Declaration 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 


- 
{ 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing” 
demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
- only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
. nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon) 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
- Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics ; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Eacwse and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; T'rading Licenses ; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties ; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &e., Le. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and § 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 7 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. F 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 24d. 
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